
Aboriginal Child Placement Principle 
five core elements and precursor

IDENTIFICATION
(Precursor and prerequisite to the 

application of the Principle)
We ask – is the child or young person of 
Aboriginal descent? If so, we must apply 
the Principle. Self-identification by a child 
or their family is the only requirement for 

practitioners to begin applying the Principle 
in their casework with children and families.

PARTNERSHIP
(Second element)

Partnership ensures that family and 
community representatives actively 

participate in decision-making.

PLACEMENT
(Third element)

The element of placement ensures that 
Aboriginal children in care are placed in line 
with the placement hierarchy, with family 
and community coming first wherever it is 

safe and possible.

PARTICIPATION
(Fourth element)

The element of participation ensures 
children, parents and family members can 
participate in, and have the opportunity to 
lead, decision-making to keep children safe.

PREVENTION
(First element)

The prevention element of the Principle 
seeks to protect each child’s right to grow  

up in family, community and culture.

CONNECTION
(Fifth element)

Connection seeks to support Aboriginal 
children in care to maintain strong links to 
family, community, culture and country.
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The artwork depicts the five elements of the Aboriginal Child Placement Principle (ACPP) and shows how the Identification precursor 
is the foundation of the ACPP and the prerequisite for its application. The outer circle wraps all the elements together and shows how 
they are connected and underpin practice in relation to Aboriginal children and young people in care.


