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New partner assessment Report
Kinship/Specific Child Only Care (request to modify a carer household approval to include a new partner) 
PART ONE – PRELIMINARY INFORMATION

1. Assessment Details
	ASSESSOR DETAILS

	Name
	     
	Role
	     

	Email
	     
	Phone 
	     

	Postal Address
	     



	APPROVED CARER DETAILS

	Name
	     
	C3MS Client ID
	     

	Date of Birth
	     
	Phone 
	     

	Carer Approval Date
	     
	Current WWCC
	|_|  Yes    |_|  No
Date Cleared
     /       /      



	NEW PARTNER/CARER APPLICANT DETAILS

	Name
	     
	C3MS Client ID
	     

	Date of Birth
	     
	Phone 
	     

	Cultural Group
	     
	
	

	Aboriginal / Torres Strait Islander
	|_|  Yes    |_|  No          |_|  Both
	
	

	CALD / Aboriginal / Torres Strait Islander
	|_|  Yes    |_|  No
	
	

	Date Joined Household
	     /       /      
	WWCC
	|_|  Yes    |_|  No
Date Cleared

Date       /       /      

	Child Protection History Check
	|_|  Yes    |_|  No   
Date       /       /      

	Connect for Safety (C4S) 
	|_|  Yes    |_|  No   
Date       /       /      

	Interstate Child Protection Check (if applicant has lived interstate)
	|_|  Yes    |_|  No   |_|  N/A








	CHILD/YOUNG PERSON IN PLACEMENT

	Child/Young Person One
	Child/Young Person Two

	Full Name
	     
	Full name 
	     

	Date of Birth
	     /       /      
	Date of Birth
	     /       /      

	Gender
	|_|  Male  |_| Female  |_|  Other: 
	Gender
	|_|  Male  |_| Female  |_|  Other:

	C3MS ID
	     
	C3MS ID 
	     

	Cultural group
	     
	Cultural group 
	     

	Aboriginal / Torres Strait Islander
	|_|  Yes    |_|  No          |_|  Both
	Aboriginal / Torres Strait Islander 
	|_|  Yes     |_| No           |_|  Both

	CALD / Aboriginal / Torres Strait Islander
	|_|  Yes    |_|  No
	CALD / Aboriginal / Torres Strait Islander
	|_|  Yes    |_|  No




2. Mandatory Checks
	CHILD PROTECTION AND SOUTH AUSTRALIA POLICE HISTORY CHECKS 

	Conduct a thorough review of historical and current file information recorded in the Client Information System (CIS) and in the Connected Client and Case Management System (C3MS) – for applicant/household member/regular guest. This is provided to external service provider/s by DCP on referral. If an applicant/household member/regular guest has lived interstate, include information from interstate child protection checks. If an applicant/household member/regular guest has previously provided foster care, include information from agency checks. If an applicant has worked for DCP, include information from HR checks.

	SA CP history (including care concerns) identified for the applicant, household member or regular guest:   |_|  Yes    |_| No

	SA history of concern (re: potential risk to a child):    |_|  Yes   |_| No  |_| N/A 
Please provide details including names, role in carer household and assessment of the risk to the child/ren placed and assessment on how risks are mitigated:
     

	Interstate Child Protection Check (if identified in C4S) through Interstate Liaison Office)
	|_|  Yes    |_|  No   |_|  N/A
Date       /       /      

	Interstate history of concern (re: potential risk to a child):    |_|  Yes   |_| No  |_| N/A 
Please provide details including names, role in carer household and assessment of the risk to the child/ren placed and assessment on how risks are mitigated:
     

	[bookmark: _Hlk180405129]South Australia Police (SAPOL) check 
	|_|  Yes    |_|  No   |_|  N/A
Date       /       /      

	SAPOL history of concern (re: potential risk to a child):    |_|  Yes   |_| No  |_| N/A 
Please provide details including names, role in carer household and assessment of the risk to the child/ren placed and assessment on how risks are mitigated:
     



	PRE-APPROVAL TRAINING/ INFORMATION PROVISION

	Mandatory Training/Training Information Provision – documented evidence of training to be cited
		Carer one
	Carer two

	
	Date Completed/Provided
	Date Completed/Provided

	Agency Orientation (for SCO applicant only)
	     /       /      
	     /       /      

	Child Safe Environments (Information provided)
	     /       /      
	     /       /      

	Safe Infant Care – Required if seeking approval to provide care for children under two years
	     /       /      
	     /       /      

	Cultural Awareness - Required for non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander SCO carers seeking to provide care for Aboriginal children
	     /       /      
	     /       /      



	ASSESSMENT ATTACHMENTS
	
	

	Please ensure all required documentation is uploaded to the carer’s assessment on C3MS
	Date completed
	Comments

	|_|
	Signed Application to become a Kinship/SCO carer
	     /       /      
	

	|_|
	Signed Carer Consent
	     /       /      
	

	|_|
	Verbal Police Check 
	     /       /      
	

	|_|
	Approval from Executive Director OOHC (if applicant is a current DCP employee)
	     /       /      
	


3. Interviews
	INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED AS PART OF THE ASSESSMENT 

	Dates
	     /       /      
	     

	
	     /       /      
	     



	INTERVIEW/S WITH CHILD/REN TO BE PLACED

	Dates
	     /       /      
	     



PART TWO – ADDITION OF NEW PARTNER INFORMATION

	CURRENT PLACEMENT SITUATION

	Overall update on the current placement. How long have the child/ren been in the care of the registered carer; progress/stability of the placement; any issues identified in the placement and any actions/interventions required.

	     



	‘SNAPSHOT’ OF HOUSEHOLD AND LIVING ENVIRONMENT

	Provide a description of the family (names, gender, ages of child/ren), their home (number of bedrooms, proposed sleeping arrangements, play and outdoor space), pets and lifestyle. Describe the nature of their relationship with the child/ren and new applicant carer.  

	     




	NEW PARTNER’S COMMTTMENT AND MOTIVATION TO PROVIDE CARE

	Provide details into the quality of the new partner’s relationship with the child/ren; how long the new partner has known the cared for child/ren; progress of the relationship with the cared for child/ren; relationship between cared for child/ren and new partner’s children (if relevant). Include details into the new partner’s motivation and commitment to the child/ren, their role in the household and how they will be included as part of the care team.

	     




	NEW PARTNER’S FAMILY HISTORY AND FUNCTIONING 

	Complete a Genogram (if appropriate to explain a complex family) and Life Events Timeline (if purposeful) with new partner and summarise the following: 
· new partner’s reflection on their family of origin, cultural heritage, religion, early life experiences (eg. school etc.), family relationships and functioning (past and current), child-rearing beliefs and practices (discipline, affection and communication patterns) intergenerational influences and patterns (positive and negative) such as family ties, roles, values (including acceptance and appreciation of cultural difference)
· new partner’s reflection on how they have incorporated any of the above life experiences into their current parenting practices (discipline, affection and communication patterns)
· new partner’s awareness of their own cultural identity and how this may impact on care provision
· new partner’s reflection on any significant life events (e.g. trauma, births, deaths, relationships) and how those experiences have influenced their lives, relationships and parenting practices. 
· new partner’s reflection on current relationship with the children and young person and commitment to the caring role 
· new partner’s reflection on current relationships with child/ren not living in the home
· new partner’s previous relationships (in particular if there are children), how they broke down; relationship with registered carer; how they have blended their families; differences and similarities in their approach to family life; how they have managed differences, conflict, discipline
· if new partner has experienced domestic and family violence, alcohol and other drug use, mental or physical health issues, disability, criminal history or CP history:
· provide evidence that the carer has processed the experience 
· provide evidence that the carer demonstrates protective capacity in relation to self and child/ren in care 
· provide evidence of any supports that are in place to minimise any impact on their provision of care.


	Life history
     
Parenting history
     
Cultural identity and family values and beliefs
     
Carer’s relationships
     
Impacts of trauma, grief and loss
     
Domestic and family violence
     
Alcohol and other drugs 
     
Emotional wellbeing and self-care
     
Physical health
     
Disability 
     
CP history
     
Criminal history 
     




	FINANCES

	Briefly outline financial stability, as demonstrated through past practices of financial management, source of new partner’s income, stability of new partner’s employment, current financial situation and current/predicted impact of providing care provision on the carer’s household finances and employment situation.  

	     




	CHILD OR/AND YOUNG PERSON’S VIEWS 

	Assessment of the child or young person's developmental capacity to express their views on the relationship with the new partner and their inclusion into the household.

	     




	CASE MANAGEMENT VIEW AND ASSESSMENT

	Provide the views/observations of the DCP case worker, kinship worker and/or care support worker in relation to the new partner in the home and relationship with the child or young person. Provide comments and analysis to include strengths, assessment of risks and mitigating factors.


	     




	 ASSESSOR AND SUPERVISOR ENDORSEMENT

	From information provided via the above processes, approval of new partner [new applicant name] as the full-time carer for [child/young person’s name(s)] is recommended/not recommended.                              	

	DCP Case Worker Name
	     
	Position
	     

	Signature
	
	Date
	      /       /      

	Supervisor Endorsement 

	On the basis of the assessment information provided and review of information held by the Department for Child Protection, the Supervisor is of the view that sufficient evidence has been provided to demonstrate the carer applicant  is able to offer  care to a standard acceptable under the National Standards for out-of-home care (July 2011)  and in accordance with section 72 of the Children and Young People (Safety) Act 2017.  

	Supervisor Name
	     
	Position
	     

	Signature
	
	Date
	      /       /      




Once completed please email this report to the Carer Approval and Review Unit (CARU).
For any queries regarding the modification request process or CARUs requirements, please contact CARU on 1800 065 246, or via email 
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